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a. (½ point for  
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                               Florin                                                     Opposite Country 
 
b.  (½ point for type of population and evidence, ½ point for evidence, 1  
point characteristics) 
You can characterize this diagram as a pyramid shape with a broad base.  
This allows you to conclude that the population of Florin is a rapidly growing 
population. Characteristics of a rapidly growing population include high birth 
rates and high death rates (including high infant mortality).  High death rates 
are also consistent with the lack of adequate health care as stated in the 
paragraph. 
 
c.   (1 point for each suggestion up to 4 points) 
Florin has a largely agricultural economy and most of the citizens are 
impoverished.  The social and religious beliefs encourage large families with 
many children, who are essential contributors to the workforce.  While the 
government wishes to raise the standard of living of the Florinese people, the 
rapid population growth presents a problem.  Therefore, you might suggest 
that the government implement an antinatalist population policy.  Following 
are three suggestions:  
1. Reduce birth rates – This must be done without family planning policies as 
the largely Catholic population would not support contraception or abortion 
policies; however, following are some ways of doing this without imposing 
family planning: 

• Raise the legal age of marriage so that women will be further into their 
childbearing years when married (i.e., short fertility periods). 

• Provide tax breaks to those families with fewer children (i.e., those with 
family sizes at or below the replacement levels). 

• While the totalitarian government may be able to mandate that women 
have fewer children, this might not be acceptable given the religious 
beliefs of the Florinese people.  A better tactic would be to try to 
expand opportunities for women in the workforce.  When they tend to 
have fewer children. 

 
2.  Try to break the poverty cycle. 

• Florin’s main exports are wine and beer.  They grow barley and grapes 
more to serve as cash crops than to provide food for the population.  If 



the landowners could be enticed to reduce the acreage devoted to 
these cash crops and, instead, devote some acreage to food crops, 
more of the people could be fed. 

• Foreign aid to Florin could involve direct food and medical care. 
• Improved medical care would also reduce death rates, especially infant 

mortality.  When the Florinese people see that their children survive 
longer, they will not need large families to replace lost children.   

 
3.  Institute education programs 

• By educating women, you can expand their economic roles in society 
and hope to reduce birth rates. 

• By educating women in prenatal and postnatal care (mainly nutrition), 
you can improve the survivability of infants and reduce infant 
mortality.  Again, if people see that their children survive longer, they 
will not need large families to replace lost children. 

 
d. (1 point for contrasting views, 1 point for each problem up to 2 points) 
Environmental scientists are generally convinced that the effects of resource 
limitation cannot be avoided forever (i.e., that resources are not infinitely 
substitutable). Cornucopians take the opposing view. Population growth is a 
problem to the extent that it leads to crowding, resource depletion, reduced 
standards of living, and environmental degradation. 
 
 
 
 


